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Luke 21:34 "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares." 
1. Context: Luke 21:35-36 For as a snare shall it come on 

all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 
Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.  

2. Surfeiting - properly a headache (as a seizure of pain) 
from drunkenness, that is, (by implication) a debauch 
(by analogy a glut): - surfeiting. Strong's Greek 
Dictionary  

3. Surfeiting -, ppr. Oppressing the system by excessive 
eating and drinking; cloying; loading or filling to disgust. 
SUR'FEITING, n. The act of feeding to excess; gluttony. 
Luke 21. Webster's 1828 Dictionary  

4. Heart - the heart, that is, (figuratively) the thoughts or 
feelings (mind); also (by analogy) the middle: - (+ 
broken-) heart (-ed). Strong's Greek Dictionary  

5. Deuteronomy 21:20-21 And they shall say unto the 
elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and 
rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, 
and a drunkard. 21 And all the men of his city shall 
stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil 
away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and 
fear.  

6. Deuteronomy 29:19 And it come to pass, when he 
heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in 
his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in 
the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to 
thirst: 20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the 
anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against 
that man, and all the curses that are written in this book 
shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name 
from under heaven.  

7. Ecclesiastes 10:17 Blessed art thou, O land, when thy 
king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due 
season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!  

8. Isaiah 28:1-8 Woe to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading 
flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them 
that are overcome with wine! 2 Behold, the Lord hath a 
mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a 
destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters 
overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. 
3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be 
trodden under feet: 4 And the glorious beauty, which is 
on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, 
and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when 

he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand 
he eateth it up. 5 In that day shall the LORD of hosts be 
for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto 
the residue of his people, 6 And for a spirit of judgment 
to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them 
that turn the battle to the gate. 7 But they also have 
erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of 
the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through 
strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out 
of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they 
stumble in judgment. 8 For all tables are full of vomit 
and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.  

9. Isaiah 56:10-12 His watchmen are blind: they are all 
ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; 
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 11 Yea, they are 
greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they 
are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to 
their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. 
12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill 
ourselves with strong drink; and tomorrow shall be as 
this day, and much more abundant.  

10. Jeremiah 13:12-15 Therefore thou shalt speak unto 
them this word; Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, 
Every bottle shall be filled with wine: and they shall say 
unto thee, Do we not certainly know that every bottle 
shall be filled with wine? 13 Then shalt thou say unto 
them, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will fill all the 
inhabitants of this land, even the kings that sit upon 
David's throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness. 14 
And I will dash them one against another, even the 
fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD: I will not 
pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them. 15 
Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath 
spoken.  

11. Ezekiel 23:30-33 I will do these things unto thee, 
because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, 
and because thou art polluted with their idols. 31 Thou 
hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give 
her cup into thine hand. 32 Thus saith the Lord GOD; 
Thou shalt drink of thy sister's cup deep and large: thou 
shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it 
containeth much. 33 Thou shalt be filled with 
drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment 
and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria.  

12. Hosea 4:11 Whoredom and wine and new wine take 
away the heart.  

13. Matthew 24:37-51 But as the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in 
the days that were before the flood they were eating and 

Alcohol 
Jesus gave us a number of commands in the New Testament about the use of alcohol (and they also apply to drugs). 
Each command is listed in Bold. The verses following each command are related verses or cross-references that help 
us understand what the command means. The Bible is the best commentary on itself and helps us to understand the 
command from God’s perspective. Ask God to give you understanding and meditate on each verse. If you copy the 
verses into your word processor, then as you meditate on them and the Lord gives you insights or thoughts on a verse 
you can list it under the verse so that you can remember it and share it with others. 
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drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. 40 Then shall two be in 
the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 41 
Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left. 42 Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know 
this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, 
and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 
44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh. 45 Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to give them meat in due season? 
46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing. 47 Verily I say unto you, 
That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But 
and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite his 
fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 
50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he 
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware 
of, 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his 
portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  

14. Luke 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, 
which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked 
with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and 
bring no fruit to perfection.  

15. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  

16. Galatians 5:19-25 Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, 
as I have also told you in time past, that they which do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law. 24 And they that are 
Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit.  

 

Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not 

in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 

wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
1. Context: Romans 13:11-14 And that, knowing the time, 

that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed. 12 The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not 
in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.  

2. Genesis 9:21 And he drank of the wine, and was 
drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.  

3. Deuteronomy 29:5-6 And I have led you forty years in 
the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon 
you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 6 Ye 
have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk wine or 
strong drink: that ye might know that I am the LORD 
your God.  

4. 1 Kings 16:8-10 In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king 
of Judah began Elah the son of Baasha to reign over 
Israel in Tirzah, two years. 9 And his servant Zimri, 
captain of half his chariots, conspired against him, as he 
was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of 
Arza steward of his house in Tirzah. 10 And Zimri went 
in and smote him, and killed him, in the twenty and 
seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his 
stead.  

5. Proverbs 21:17 He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor 
man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.  

6. Isaiah 19:14 The LORD hath mingled a perverse spirit in 
the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in 
every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his 
vomit.  

7. Isaiah 22:12 And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts 
call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and 
to girding with sackcloth: 13 And behold joy and 
gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, 
and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we 
shall die.  

8. Isaiah 24:6-11 Therefore hath the curse devoured the 
earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore 
the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men 
left. 7 The new wine mourneth, the vine languisheth, all 
the merryhearted do sigh. 8 The mirth of tabrets 
ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, the joy of 
the harp ceaseth. 9 They shall not drink wine with a 
song; strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it. 10 
The city of confusion is broken down: every house is 
shut up, that no man may come in. 11 There is a crying 
for wine in the streets; all joy is darkened, the mirth of 
the land is gone.  

9. Isaiah 28:1-3 Woe to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading 
flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them 
that are overcome with wine! 2 Behold, the Lord hath a 
mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a 
destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters 
overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. 
3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be 
trodden under feet:  

10. Jeremiah 25:27 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink 
ye, and be drunken, and spew, and fall, and rise no 
more, because of the sword which I will send among 
you.  

11. Hosea 4:11 Whoredom and wine and new wine take 
away the heart.  

12. Hosea 7:5 In the day of our king the princes have made 
him sick with bottles of wine; he stretched out his hand 
with scorners.  
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13. Hosea 7:14 And they have not cried unto me with their 
heart, when they howled upon their beds: they assemble 
themselves for corn and wine, and they rebel against 
me.  

14. Joel 1:5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all 
ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut 
off from your mouth.  

15. Joel 3:3 And they have cast lots for my people; and 
have given a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl for wine, 
that they might drink.  

16. Amos 2:8-12 And they lay themselves down upon 
clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and they drink the 
wine of the condemned in the house of their god. 9 Yet 
destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was 
like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the 
oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots 
from beneath. 10 Also I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, and led you forty years through the wilderness, to 
possess the land of the Amorite. 11 And I raised up of 
your sons for prophets, and of your young men for 
Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel? 
saith the LORD. 12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to 
drink; and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy 
not.  

17. Amos 6:3-7 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause 
the seat of violence to come near; 4 That lie upon beds 
of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and 
eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the 
midst of the stall; 5 That chant to the sound of the viol, 
and invent to themselves instruments of music, like 
David; 6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint 
themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph. 7 Therefore now 
shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and 
the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be 
removed.  

18. Nahum 1:10 For while they be folded together as thorns, 
and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry. 

19. Habakkuk 2:15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor 
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him 
drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!  

 

I Corinthians 5:11 "But now I have written unto you not 

to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be 

a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 

drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no not to 

eat." 
1. 1 Corinthians 11:20-22 When ye come together 

therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's 
supper. 21 For in eating every one taketh before other 
his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is 
drunken. 22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to 
drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame 
them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I 
praise you in this? I praise you not. 

2. Luke 12:45-46 But and if that servant say in his heart, 
My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the 
menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to 
be drunken; 46 The lord of that servant will come in a 
day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when 

he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will 
appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 

 

Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is 

excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  

1. Proverbs 20:1 " Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: 

and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise." 

2. Proverbs 23:20 " Be not among winebibbers; among 

riotous eaters of flesh:" 21 For the drunkard and the 

glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall 

clothe a man with rags." 

3. Proverbs 23:29 "Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who 

hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds 

without cause? who hath redness of eyes? 30 They that 

tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. 

31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it 

giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. 

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 

adder. 33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and 

thine heart shall utter perverse things. 34 Yea, thou 

shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or 

as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. 35 They have 

stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they 

have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I 

will seek it yet again." 

4. Isaiah 5:11 "Woe unto them that rise up early in the 

morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue 

until night, till wine inflame them!" 

5. Isaiah 5:22 " Woe unto them that are mighty to drink 

wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:" 

6. Galatians 5:21 "Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 

revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, 

as I have also told you in time past, that they which do 

such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God."  

 

1Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do 

others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 For they that 

sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are 

drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, 

be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 

and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.  
1. Sober: #3525 to abstain from wine (keep sober), that is, 

(figuratively) be discreet: - be sober, watch. Strong's 
Greek Dictionary  

2. Luke 12:16-19 And he spake a parable unto them, 
saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will 
pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I 
bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

3. Luke 17:26 And as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of man. 27 They did eat, 
they drank, they married wives, they were given in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise 
also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they 
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builded; 29 But the same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed.  

4. 1Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, 
if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for tomorrow 
we die.  

5. Philippians 3:18-19 (For many walk, of whom I have told 
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 Whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is 
in their shame, who mind earthly things.)  

6. 2 Timothy 3:4-5 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away.  

7. 1Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul;  
 

1 Timothy 3:2-3 A bishop then must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, 
no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a 
brawler, not covetous; 
1 Timothy 3:8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of 
filthy lucre;  
Titus 1:7-8 For a bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 8 But 
a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, 
holy, temperate; 
1. Leviticus 10:9-11 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, 

thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a 
statute forever throughout your generations: 10 And that 
ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and 
between unclean and clean; 11 And that ye may teach 
the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD 
hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.  

2. Proverbs 31:4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for 
kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: 5 Lest 
they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment 
of any of the afflicted.  

3. Isaiah 28:7 But they also have erred through wine, and 
through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and 
the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are 
swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through 
strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.  

4. Isaiah 56:11-12 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can 
never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot 
understand: they all look to their own way, every one for 
his gain, from his quarter. 12 Come ye, say they, I will 
fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; 
and tomorrow shall be as this day, and much more 
abundant.  

5. Ezekiel 44:21 Neither shall any priest drink wine, when 
they enter into the inner court.  

6. Micah 2:11 If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood 
do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of 
strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this people. 

7. Luke 1:15-16 For he shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and 
he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his 
mother's womb. 16 And many of the children of Israel 
shall he turn to the Lord their God. 

8. Romans 16:17-18 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For 
they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple.  

 
1 Timothy 5:23 Drink no longer water, but use a little 
wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities. 
 
2 Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof 
of thy ministry. 

• Watch: #3525 to abstain from wine (keep sober), that 
is, (figuratively) be discreet: - be sober, watch. Strong's 
Greek Dictionary  

 
Titus 2:2-4 That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. 3 The 
aged women likewise, that they be in behavior as 
becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to 
much wine, teachers of good things; 4 That they may 
teach the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, 
 

1 Peter 1:13 " Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, 

be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 

brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;" 
1. Context: 1 Peter 1:13-16 Wherefore gird up the loins of 

your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning 
yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because 
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  

2. Sober: #3525 to abstain from wine (keep sober), that is, 
(figuratively) be discreet: - be sober, watch. Strong's 
Greek Dictionary  
 

1 Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 
1. Context: 1 Peter 4:3-7 For the time past of our life may 

suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when 
we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 4 
Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to 
the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: 5 Who 
shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead. 6 For for this cause was the gospel 
preached also to them that are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according 
to God in the spirit. 7 But the end of all things is at hand: 
be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.  
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2. Sober: #3525 to abstain from wine (keep sober), that is, 
(figuratively) be discreet: - be sober, watch. Strong's 
Greek Dictionary  

 
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: 

• Sober: #3525 to abstain from wine (keep sober), that is, 
(figuratively) be discreet: - be sober, watch. Strong's 
Greek Dictionary  

• One night my cousin was drunk and he was driving a 
stolen car. He ran into a tree and was killed instantly. 
This verse came to my mind and an idea for a billboard 
sign. At the top of the sign would be this verse in large 
lettering. There would be a picture of a car wrecked into 
a tree. In the lower left corner would be a large beer 
keg with the devil filling it. At the bottom of the billboard 
would be in big letters: “Alcohol, the Devil’s brew. Stay 
away from it.” 


